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s Tha Lammn sdlitary com-
mand announced today the toss
o @ base hat ds wvital for
harassment and suwrveilllance of
fie Ho Chi Minh Trail vetwork

in ihe southern panbandle.
Lactian troops were driven
Yast night from = post Known as
Pasition 22 and from  fhres
smatler posts on the eastern
of the Boloven Mateau

"‘?4;.—
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afe
By rockets, foortars and recoil
iess rifles and ground atiacks.
The plateau iz 80 miles south
of the Tchepone ares, where
Bouth Vietnamese woops are
operaling. ’
 fReports from Saigon said
heavy fop was hampering
United States helicopter sup-
port of the South Vietnamese
altack on the enemy suppiys
irail complex and also was
cutting down on ground [ight-
ing.} :
Military  sources  reported
that the defenders of the Bolo-
ven Plateau positions - three
battations of so-called strategic
guerrilla units — had retveated
in relatively good order, ¢ taking
about 50 wounded with them,

No veports wers avallable on
the number of Laotian troops
killed because snemy fire des-
rmyed ihe base communication
centor before the withdrawal
Strategic guerrilla units -
W‘w.h norma}iv have about 360
men to a hattalion —- are part
of the irregular army spensored
by the United States. In addition,
the United States underwrites
the udget of the regolar mili-
tary force, the Royal Laotian
Army,
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Thai Troons in Action i
At least four baualions off
Thai troons, in addition to diree!
battations from tha nordhern
pfmhdndle, have wusumendiod
General Vang Pao's bame-wcm 2
forces of ’\ir\o and Lac Theung
{(Mountaiy Lao) tr d)psmm
The Thai troops, whose prass
ence in Laos is officially deaied,
are Geeupying strong demnswel
positions  around Long Tieng,!

notably at Banm Na and Sam‘mg man ings.

‘Thong to the gortheasi.

The Thai troops are miﬁa.)!
reported to he under the oper
ational command of Genu'é!!
Vang Pao but are led by their!
QWi otfzcez reporiedly, includ-
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14,000 Nonemmbatants

Y

By George

Iﬁ rom Uhina Are In I La0s

. Wilson

Washingion Post 8taff Writer

- Red China still hes some
14,000 tr oops in Laos and a
small number in North Viet
nam but shows no sign of
sending them into action, Pen-
tagon sources said ycsterday,

The Chinese contingent in
northern Laos includes five
regiments  of  antiaircraft,
troops, according to laiest in-
telligence estimates. But it is
doubtful that the er'lments]
are at their usual strength of!
about 800 men each.

These . antxalrcmft person-

ern Laos right now, are guard-
ing a road China is building,
up north. It runs fron Chma;
jnto l.aos and toward north-
east Thailand.

For fear of provoking China

to taking a more active role in}

the Indochina war, U.S. planes;
have avoided bombhing the
Chinese road still under con-
struction.

As for North Vietnam itself,.
the Pentagon characterized
the Chinese troop presence
there as “negligible” now.

At the height of U.S. bomb-
ing of North Vietnam, about
40,000 Chinese troops were be-
lieved there to repair damage.
Most of those labor battalions
left after President Johnson
stopped the bombing on Nov.
1,.1968:. !

A -portion of the Chinese
force in North Vietnam went
to northern Laos. The antiair-
craft  personnel are near
Muong Sai in Laos. -

~4It has always been a ques-
tion whether the Chinese in
notthern T.aos are licensees or
trespassers,” said one military

official. Thailand is nervously
eving the Chinese road and
troops along it, according to
some American officials.

But as for China entering
the war in South Vietnam or
the Laotian "panhandle, the
Pentagon line  is that thig
locks doubtful, The current
South Victnamese drive along
Route 9 in Laos is south of the
17th  parallel, considered a
first-line firebreak to prevent
provoking the Chinese info

military action. ’

Ths Chinese . did install
some new  communications
cquipment in North Vietnam
recently, But even that is not
regsrded by administration of-
ficials as a response to the al
lied drive into Laos.

Defense Secretary Melvin R.
Laird in his posture statenient
Tuesday’ said the Chinese
would risk having their supply
lines cut off if they sent sol-
diers into battle far beyond
their bhorders.

For the moment, then, ad-
ministration officials believe
Peking's promise to give more
aid to Hanoi in the Indo-china
war means, equipment—not
“volunteers” marching south
from China. Last year, accord-
ing to informed sources, China
gave $180 million in ald to
North Vietnam, _

Pentagon  officials stress
that North Vietnam in the
past has been chary of the
Chinese military — buttressing

I Nixon administration asser-

tions = that yeaterdays joint
communique by Hanoi and Pe-
king is nothmg to be alarmed
about. . S
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VIL\Z'I‘IA\*F»-The La- ~
“otian  governient is re-
ceiving increasing help
from’ “ethnic Lao volun-
tema from northeast Thai-
}and offxaal soulce:. h«.w

gay.

The volvntcers, Who al--

‘veady are believed to num-
'ber several thousand, are
crnrolled in Laotian forces
and , wear Laotian army
“uniforms. R
They have shown up in
"{the defense-of Xey points
‘against, the Communists
quch as the bhasc at Long
Cheng in northerh LaOb
and ‘(he half of the Bolov-
ens Plateau still in Laoti-

an’ govermment hands in

southern Laos.

heir presence is un-
doubtedly a valuable asset
for the Vientiane govern-
ment. The longer- tern im-
plications for Laos of hav-
ing ntmbers of military
men whose primary alle-
giance is-to Thailend are
b(wmmw lo cause une%cp

:,hele

1’09 ufar Resentment

South Vietnaimese toops in
Canmbodia, the vouhteers
from Thailand in Leaos
have to face popular re-
sentment that
the history of conquests

aeresg a political hovder - ¢

that was determined by
I'rench colonial rule.
Their piofile in ILacs
has thercfore heen kept
deliberately low by tha
government of Thailand.
Nevertheless, charges of

Thai troops fighting in
Laos figure prominently

in °t1tement> by the Path-
et Lao faction in Laos and
by Hanoi and Peking.
Such charges go bhack 10

years., .. o
The presence of the
volunteers from Thailand

i3 officially admitied by
cspokesmen of both the
Vientiane aund
reovernments.

" government, for

Laotian Premier Prince
Souvanna Phouma said in
an interview 10 days ago
that "as long ax the\‘ speak

Lao, we congider Lhc.m to‘

he Ldutmm "
Theré are an estzmalen 6
million Lan-speaking

people living in nolthea\t '

Thailand, ahout six times
a3 many as there ave with-
in Laos itself, and it ve-
quires a real specialisi to
be able to distinguizsh an
inhabitant from the right
hank of the dlckong from
one from the left bank.
Oné person who claiwms
to be able to make the dis-
tinction is Soth Petrasy,

permanent representative,

of the Pathet lao faction
int Vientiane, who is a Lao
born in Vientiane.

Soth said in an interview
three days ago that he had
received reports of truck-
loads of soldiers from
Thailand in Laotian army
uniforms heading for the

‘airport here, .from where

they were I)ll,stllhab‘f

. flown upcountry in Amer-
As was the case with-

ican aircraft. ~
The appearance of

“volunteers from Thailand

in the towns of Laos such

" as Vienliane is a rarity.
t goes back to

Normally they are flown
direct from training
camps-in Thailand to the
hattle fronts. Tnc Thai
several
}eaxs has plowm_d train-
ing facilities for units of
the Laotian army under a
financial arrangement in-
corporated into the Ameri-
can mlhtmy assistance

“program in Lacs, w hich is

administered by the
American military mission

“in Bangkok.

Soxeul of the Laolian
zenerals mmaintain  close

‘ pel\oml relations with

members of the Thal
government. Gen. Vang
Pao, commander of Ldos'

;@%ﬂ“gf.

, voluntecr

= ’T\ g
it 4 N

cently visited {raining bha-
ses during one of hlb fre~
quent visits to Bingkok,

Many of the Thai volun~

teers are heing sent to
Vang Pao's command fo
fill gaps in the ranks of the
Meo tribesmen created by

‘he atuition of the 10-

old war there.

Al]ows mxdes

Thailand also allows a
numnber of exiled Laotian
officers to reside in its ter-
ritory. These inelude Gan,
Pheumi Nesavan,.the for-
mer If,.(("’l‘ of thg rightist
faction in Laos, and Gen,
Thao Ma, the former.com-
mander of the Royal Lao-
tian Air Force. Both cs-
caped . from  Lacs after
coun attempts,

Last Dec.
governor of Nakhorm
Phanom Province was re-
ported to have arrested
another de'idn exiled of-
ficer living in Thailand for
the last five years. Col.
Bounlcuth 'Savcoeie, as

the latter was pr epalmff to
cross the Mekong to.the
town of Savannakhet with
a small force of, Thal

year-o

mercenaries to  stage a
rightist coup z:gamst Pre-
mizr Prince Souvanna
Phouma. .

Thailand's interest in al-

nationals to
for military
duty in Laos is helieved to
extend beyond reasons of
anti-Communist solidality
orany financial henefits
thit such an arrangement
brings the Thai Goxcm-

lowing its

ment. o
Laos is for Thalland the
geographical hinterland,
and the prospect of having
a relatively powerful
foreign country in contral
of Laocs has historically
Leen feared in Bangkok.
Just as the Thai govern-
ment gave active assis-
tance to the Laotizn inde-
pendence movement
against France in 1845 and
13‘6, so the Thai govern-
ment today affords assis-
tance to the Laotian
government against the
super ior power of North
Vietnam. The 'hai
government u—:co“ nizes.
that if the Pathet Lao,
hacked hy North Vietnam,
obtained the use of secure

10 the Thai

CIA-RDP73BOOZu96R000300090035-2

ihe Meckong, the '13;11{
hank and w 1th it the w hnle
fortheast of Thaitand
would he in danger of a
revolutionary war for:eat-
ed from without. _
"The Thai governmont's

‘relations with Laotian ge-

nerals favoring a more
rightist policy are a potont
factor in persuading Sou-

-anna to accept Thai
\Glumc\.zb in Luos,

" Up to now these valun-
teers have seen acljn in
the hill areas of Lao:: 4ill
relatively distant froma the
Mekong ¥ alleyv. Hovever,
ghservers be lieve that
should the Mekong Valley
towns thems elx o he
threatened by a- North
Vietnamese atdvancy,
Thailand would be tempt-
ed ta occupy them - pre-
emptu ely.in order to ¢ afe-
guard ils own security.
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. By TAMMY ARBUCKLE
- Special fo The Star
VIENTIANE, - Laos — The

United States has an important

command role as” well as a

ground combat role in Laos, Lao

military and other well-informed

sources say. . .

.- Lao military sources from the

rank of general in Vientiane

~down fo captains and majors say
it is Central Intelligence Agency
officials who command in the

Long Chieng second military re-

" glon headquarters 75 miles north

‘of here. The Iong Chieng com-

ymander is the station chicf of

the agency, these sources say.

The chain of command goes

})acc‘ii to Udorn in northeast Thai-
and, " : .

“It's the Americans who give
the. orders,” a high-ranking Lao
insists, Udern is informed of
events in the second miilitary re-
glon before army headquarters
in Vientiane, Lao sources say.
Meo Gen. Vang Pao is there to
but
Americans give the directions,
Lao military men say. The
“American ground role is small,
limited to less than 200 men
throughout Laos. Their role is
prineipally advisory but thesc
Awmericans are in combat. Meos
call them “commando leaders,”
and say they have been based at
Pakkao near Long Cheng,

Laotians who visited the area
show pictures of Americans in
camoufiage fatigues carrying
weapons. These Americans lead

-~

Aag) Military Cite Role
OfAmericans in Combat

_ismall feams to gather intelli-

SRS 2 1

i
{
i

*fvith bolh South Vietnamese and
R . Lao special guerrilla units,
gence In Hanoi's rear or to de- ; The Laos ground operation un-
stroy parts of the North Viet- dér, CIA acgis is described as
namese communications and Useful by U.S. sources. They say
command system in Novth Laos.| two divisions of North Vietnam-
These teams have b i i @ése have beeit tied down by the
S¢ ieams nhave been particl-. 7.9 teams in northern Laos at
larly successful with American; the cxpense of a few American’
participation along Route 7 be-ilives, though there have been
tween the North Vietnam border;?&%’i‘ ;;Ifeo eé?lt;c %?feséii x;iggtsiog
. : ax
and the Plain of Jars. The type program,” sources said,

-’Unfortunately with renewed

Americans concerned are mili-;

tary men paid by the CIA. el .
In_addition Laotians from the 1anel pressure and high losses

e s . the scheme is now backfiring.
Z‘}g%’;?ca:;lh;ﬁ{veleggn s;%%?;% The Moos are starting to say
missions of sabotage then depart they are tired of dying for the

. ; Americans. Frantic Vang Pao
from Laos immediately after the . S TaY,
missions are accomplished. 2R8rY at nol geiling Lao rein-

ronne whi . ; forcements, allegedly told the
These groups which are believed ;% il o5 M
to belong fo the U.S: Air Force La% “Don't think my people are

commandos flying from Nakhon %\cgpo%icg%ss’t’a)’(rh?sldt}gfatfolre dﬂgg
F ne:inoz? tiﬂ nqx:t?eiast I‘haiand American commanders calling
and at the ais Iip near 1 9N for Thai troops to reinforce Long
Cheng tightly guarded by 2Meos. Cheng. The fact that Americans
_Americans killed in ground ac- = o= at Long Cheng moans
tion in Laos are put in the South- the United States’ will o ot the
cast Asia death totals and do not (1= - € SEES B Nor%h Vit
appear in Saigon briefing fig- namese Victm}']y thgre i’
ures., Americans say over 20 ¢ A MR .
Americans killed in North Laos - A. desperate Central Intelii-
fall into this combat category. . gence Agency free from press
Well-informed . sources _say surveillance in its military oper-
over ©0 Americans have Been giions in north Laos, some

;‘f};?gst”}lcelagl‘ésﬁfl}&lgge{fgf?; sources helieve, could well suck|
o the United Stales into deeper) :

south Laos. These operations in- :
clude not only intelligence gath- involvement: there in an attempt!’
ering but harassment. 'I‘hese!tb retain the Loag Cheng head-

U.S. ground operations in Laos guarters and the agency’s opera-
in the trail arca are continuing tional capability in northern
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. By Jack (Andér'sér‘t“

The popular impression of
CIA men in Southeast Asia is
of " leandfaced - James - Bonds
talking in ‘whispers to Indo-

“[chinese beaytiés in dingy bars

or of hearded guerrilla experts
diretting Meo tribesmen in the

: L_a_oti‘an jungles.

"“The real McCoy, rhbr_p often,
is a rumpled civil servant
going to lard, who. worries

‘| dbout when  his refrigerator

will arrive. from the States
and plays bingo on Tuesday
nights. .

-This. is the unromantle ple-
ture that emerges from an in-
struetion’ sheet handed to CIA
pllots leaving for Udorn, Thai-
land. The CIA usex a front

|called Air Amerlea to fly mis-

sions. out of Udarn over Indo-
china, e C
Instead of pressing cyanide

slips thema bus schedule for
CIA" “personnel ~ between
Udorn’s . ClA compound,
schools and banks, .

=.“A ‘bowling - alley in Udorn
has league bowling” the CIA

|confides -to .its pilot-agents.
| Their wives ave given such

hush-hush. CIA tips as “water

[should be boiled three to five

minutes prior to drinking, but
it . is. safe for cooking and
'washing dishes of it is brought
to the boiling point.” -

; The. cloak-and-dagger hoys
irare» told they will have a sg-

“Wheal and

suicide capsules upon new re-|
{cruits,  the stateside briefer

vous” (which doubles as a
chapel on Sunduys) snd bingo
on. . Tuesday - and Saturday
nights, Thé CIA bars are
called The Pub and tie Wagon
shuf down at mid-
night. - E '\-' .

The " same’ humdrum’ life
style can be ‘found at such
CIA outposts as Vientiane,
Laos, where CIA men usually
live with their,families in vil-
las and dine at the town’s few
French restaurarits.

One lonely .CIA flier, who
had left his famjly in Florida,
worried. ahout  their safety
after reading about racial
demonstrations at home. “I'm
going to bring them out here
where it's safe,” he confided
solemnly {o my associate Les
Whitten in Vientiane last sum-
mer. ' '

But if the CIA living condi-
tions -are vintage suburbia,
some of the missjons are dan.
gerous. The CIA pilots fly sup-
plies 1o ~ CIA-backed Meo
tribesmen In Laos hinterlands.
There are also more hazard.
ous missions, such sas flights
along the Red Chinese border
and ammo dcliveries to tiny
airslrips  in  Communist-in.
fested country.

Footnote: Much of the re-
cruiting for CIA pilots is done
out of a modern, gold-carpeted
office in downiown Washing-
ton with “Air America” on the
glass doors. One of my report-

’

1A Life in SE Asia Is Not Al

[permarket, swimming  pool,

crs, posing &s’a pilot, was in-
Tree movies, the “Chib Rendez-

terviewed by H, H. Dawson, a
beefy man in shirt slecves, He
said prospects were dim right
now, because the numbér of
fixed-wing pilots had been cut
back from 600 to 500, .
Tawson said the basre pay is
$22.98 an hour for captains,
$13.93 for first officers, with
bonuses for special “projects.”
A top CIA pilot can make as
much as $100,000 a year {lying
high hazard missions. In addi-
tion, station allowénces run
$320 a month at Salgon, $215
at Udorn and $230 in Vienti-
ane. i A
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1 By JERRY GREENE

'_ - Washington, I%eb. 15-.-When an American aireyaf
i through error of some sort dumped kombs on friendiy
| forces at the Long Chang base in Laos with resaltant cas-
- ualties and ‘materiel damage, the explosion also blew off
'a little more cover from the supposedly secret CIA. war in
. the jungle-covered mountaing.

News dispatches from Vientiane, the Taotian capital, describead
Long Cheng variously as “American headquarters” in Northern Laes
or as the operating base for assorted undercover sctivities of the
Central Intelligence Agency,

. In view of the stepped-up fighting

in the Long Cheng aves and the cele-
brated Plain of Jars, and the domestic
flap which has brought repeated White
House denials that Awmerican grountd
combat troops are involved in the South
Vietnamese invasion along Highway 9,
this is as good a time as any for a lit-
tle further clarification.

CIA Director Richard Hahns and his
“spooks” in thé field have got considerable attention for their opera«
tions in Luos in the last four or five years, but they have not heen
running any little private war of their own.
been much of & secret to anybody,

) There are about 100 CIA agents in all of Iaos. They inelude
nmen who are experts in guerrilla
warfare, in sabotage, in counter-
insurgency operations, in ‘sur-
vefllance and in military training.
They are under the direct con-
trol of “he American amkhazsador
in Vientiane, and follow orders
which are approved by the Na-
Yonal Security Couneil in Wash-
ington,

Back in the 1981-62 period, the
CTA, as well as the Army’s Spe-
cial Forces —~the Greon Beretis—
were active in Laos, engaged in
surveillanee and training overa-
tions in support of the royal sev-
ernment. Then, after the Geneva
agreement in 1962 ereating the
troika “neutral” government in
Laos, the Americans pulled out.

Some of the spooks miey have

remained behind, We wouldn’t
kmow. But they would have lLeen
very difficult to hide iu the Lso-
tian population, for the Awmeri-
cans have different colored fices
and they are, as a rule, & foot
or more talfer than the Laoiian
people, :
] . But a ycar later, when it was
obvious that the North Vietnamese neither had pulled out nor had
any intention of pulling out their thousands of regular troops, and
fighting was continuing, Vientiane again asked American help. The
CIA returned, in small numbers.

‘Wh.ﬂe other agencies of the U. 8. government are charged vith
monitoring foreign broadeasts and code-breaking, and while these
clectronic intelligence duties, of enormous extent and cost, ure ot a
global basis, the CIA does handle local, specific radio intereeplion
Jobs. Such work would be done in Laos, within easy radio listening
1:an§]e of Hanoi and the North Vietnamese srmed forces in: the
south, . .
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Not running e private war

Nor has the Laos war "

; the Mecos snapping at their flanks; when the
{ invaders pull back, Some of

a.q s
itey Fede Arrungoments VWith i a0
Gver the years,-the CIA has estallishe’ |1 excoliont rangort
witn tre 3eo tribesmen, the poor hill furmms ~Ta telong

very vell anyhow with the flullunders in the ¢ tes spd
royal throne,

Theve were, and ave, little pockets of th ©.
all over the mowmtuins; the CIA fed tiem ror,
with weapons and traiuing. The spoaks d e
fiving company which, contrary {eo wid

it vub a commercial compony, d
ican Embazsy uses Air Amc
t.

¢ the

T¢o people geatl
and supplicd
faricd Ay Awerviea
is not & (74

Comimuinist) .
sssment and

0 proved to be exeellent fighter-: b
ctnamese nor thelr Patlicr Lo (5o
ard the tribesmen were adept ob !

swhere along the line, the CIA 1ani -
0 was a leader of remarkable ability,
peeple: zround his banner and with a yelati-e'v
American supplies turned his men inte & to 2 g ;
Pao, a patriot, got to be so good al his izhting job that the
Loatian government finally commissioned hiv i a geneval and made
him the commander of the region avound the P'ain of Jars.

Long Cheng was gelected by Vang Pao as hi; major base scveral
vears agn, and he had CIA communieations expris and advisers at

—

 hand. But about 2 year ago, he decided to dee-n:ralize, He separated

N

his troops and scattered them around » nur ber of smaller bases;
Long Cheng lost its pre-cininence.
He's Got Only a Few Ticuscn ! Men

. Vang Pao’s immediate army consists of :lout 3,000 to 8,600
men; he doubtless could muster several thou-aad nore in a pinch,

The Meo Tribesmien have raised a lot ¢ bLell with the North
Vietnainese over the last couple of years in
tions. In the dry season, the North Victnam. se

the towrs and itiag
hands fairly frequently. L

Now, the North Vietnaniese have a fres™:
of Jars area and it would appear that a batti.
is in the making. L

All these matters have been fairly open ~ nowlec
details ave known to four subcommitters of Congr
Bureau and the Foreign Intelligence Advisory
National Security Council. Ii’s a skimpily co

Civision in-the Piain
of somie consequence

o rad the full
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Speeial correspondent of
The Christian Scienee Monitor )
o Saigon

Tribel guerrillas trained. financed. and led

by thie United States Central Intelligence’

South

Agency  (ClA)  are  aiding the
Laos.

Vietnamese in  their drive into
according to well-informed sources.
The saurces say more than two thousand of

these guerrillas. .most of them Kha
tribesmen. were brought into areas
southwast of Sépone in southern Laos when
the South Vietnamese began their invasion
_justover a weck ago.

. Many of the U.S. armed tribesmen are
natives of the Ho Chi Minh Trail arca. They
had recently beén harassing and interdicting
Notth Vietnamese supply lines near the Lao-
Cambodian border. Then from Pakse. about,
110 miles southwest of Sdpone. they moved
into the area -of the o Chi Minh Trail
between Sépone and Muong Phine. located
“about 20 miles southwest of Scpone.

Pax
The - sources say the CIA-supported
guerillas. working in small teaws. are being
Jused to havass North Vietnamese rear
elements to the southwest of Sépone.
 Sdpone Is at the center of a key North
Vietnamese base arca designated 604 and
appears to he one of the main targets of the
South Vietnamese troops now pushing into
Laos. Supply trails ard roads bolonging to
the Ilo Chi Minh Trail complex converge in
this area. and large quantities of supplies are
transferred here for movement farther
south. .

The CIA and the US. Army's Special
Forces have recruited Kha tribesmen as far
back as seven years ago. The guerrilla hands
~are well armed and supplied by helicopters.
To lead them. the CIA frequently employs
former U.S. Special Forces soldiers ‘with
experience in Vietnam.

Probes aided by US.

Vietnamese sources say CIA and Special
Forces-led guerrilla teams were involved in
helping the South Vietnamese make piobes
into  southern .Laos lale last year i
preparation for the big offensive into Laos
which started I'eb. 8. .

Being at home in the mountains of
southern Laos, the Kha gucrrillas are

- capable of carrying out reconnaiszavce
missions and acling  as  guides  for
conventional units. '

Thus. when U.S. offieials iusist there ave
no American ground combat irseps invelved
in the ‘current drive into Laocs, they
studi P onegie seption _the smic
studiously "“'Afb%rm 1HL'L_1t 1_the small

aaanent canrged

g

ove
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groups of Americans who have been
directing clandestine actions there for years.
In Laos. tae CIA--ruther than the regular
American  military’ establishment—has
played the main military role. - ’ )
Biabal forecs supported

It is the CIA which supports the
predominantly tribal forces of the Lao
‘Govgrmnent in northern Laos, whose
headguarters at Leng Cheng is now coming
under heavy North Vietnamese prassure.
Long Cheng hit the headlines again Sunday,
when a U.S. jet fighter-bomber accidentally
dropped a bhomb on governmeni{ troops,
killing 10 arnd wounding 20 of them. )

Some sources estimated that rnore than 300
CIA men, many of them. former Special.
[Forces

' _so}diens, are involved in Laos,
supplying and training government
guerrillas and leading commando and’

reconnaisance teams.

In addition to the CIA men, other
Araericans with military voles on the ground
in ‘Laos arve the move than 70 military
attaches working under the U.S. embassy in
the Vientiane and the Army’s Special Forces
teams, which work primarily in the Ho Chi
Minh Trail area. .

There is nothing new in all this, of course.
Such American Involvement in Laos goes
back a nnmber of years.
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.Compound in Error

Feb, 14 (AP)--Reliable sources
said ~ today that American
planes mistakenly bowmbed a
United States Central - Infelli-
gence Agency base in Laos,
causing heavy 'casualtics and
damage. ' SR
" The informants, In Vientiane,
Laos, said that Uniled States
Air Yorce F-4 Phantom fighter-
bombers had been trying to
drive-back a North Vietnamest

U.S. Planes Said. to Attack :

. SAIGON, South - Vietnam,|

attack when  thelr  borabs
dropped on the sccret C.LA.
compound and aijrstrip at the
Long Tieng base. The base, 78
miles mnorthwest of Vientiane,
is the headquarters of Gen.;
Vang Pac's guerrilla army.
.The sources said that the
American barracks had burned
down and at least one Ameri-
can agent had been wounded.
Other bombs reportedly started
fires in the town of Long
Tieng. .

Bombs Dropped In Eﬁm’
. The United States Command

ment on the report. Although
the fighter-bombers came from
bases in ‘Thailand, they are
under the tactical control of
the United States Seventh Air
Force in South Vietnam.

A weck ago, a United States
ANavy  fighter-bomber  mis-
takenly dropped scores of
bombs the size of hand gre-
nades on South Vietnamese
troops .massed along the
border for the drive into Laos.
Six men were killed and 51

wounded.
The  fighter-bomber  was
appavently diving to aftack

[|North Vietnaimese positions on
the Laotian side of the border
when the  cluster bomb
dropped prematurely, Talling
on forward positions of the
South Vietnamese.

'the situation av Long Tieng,
the keystone of Laotian de-

fenses in the mnorth central
section of the country, ap-
peared  worsening.,  General

Vang Pao made an urgent trip
to Vientiane to seek reinforce-

ments  but was  rcported
turned down.

The  American  bombers
were called in after North
Vietnamese troops launched
heavy rocket, mortar .and

ground assaults against the
base. Some of the attackers

in ‘Saigon said it had no com-|

penetrated’ the perimeter.
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1 neports from  Vientiane|
said elements of ut least two
Noth  Vietnamese divisions,
totaling about 6,000, troops,
had surrounded Long Tieng.

Civilians Fiee Town

General Vang Pao s re-;
|ported to have about. 6,000(:
- |Meo tribesmen under his
ceramand in the Yong Tiengi:
area and two Thai artillery|
hatteries,  Reliable  sources|
estimated that at least 20,000
refugees had streamed south
from Long Tieng in anticipa-
tion of heavy fighting. i

General Vang Pao is re-{
potted  to be  wondering!|,.
whether to make a last-ditch
stand at Tong Tieng or. to
withdraw into the hills.

In southern Laos, other
United States bombers roamed|:
across the east-west axis of the
Ho Chi Minh trail attacking|
North Vietnamese mountain
hideouts overlooking Route 9
on the upproaches to the town]
of Sepone. ;

Elsewhere in Indochina, North
Vietnamese gunners fired near-{'
Ily 100 mortar shells into they

night bivovac of a South Viet-
I namese unit seven miles north-|-
lieast of Suong, along Route 7,
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